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Narcolepsy with Cataplectic Attacks.-J. P. MARTIN, M.D.-W. F., female, aged 18. The patient had no symptoms till the beginning of September, 1928. Then, when told that her sister had been taken to hospital to undergo an operation, she began to cry and "fell in a heap" on the pavement. Since then similar attacks have occurred frequently and are usually brought on by a fright or other emotional shock or excitement.
It has been possible on two occasions to examine the patient during an attack.
The onset is absolutely sudden; the patient falls down and, according to her statement on recovery, is unable to make any movement, even to open her eyes,
although she knows what is going on around her. She has been able to describe the greater part of the examination made during the attack. Her limbs feel completely atonic. Tendon-jerks absent. Pupils dilated and inactive to light. Plantar responses flexor. No change of colour. No twitching or convulsive movement. In about a minute she can sit up and speak. As she recovers, the tone in the limbs can be felt gradually increasing, tendon-jerks return and pupils become active. The patient states that she knows all the time what is happening around her, but apparently she had no recollection of the torch-light being flashed in her eyes about 5 seconds after the onset of an attack, although she recalled the removal of her glasses which occurred a few seconds later. In the interval between these two incidents and for about half a minute afterwards no outward change was noticed in the patient's condition. 
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